Parliamentary Government in England
from the pressure of these ideas. Its insular position, its
historic traditions, its great wealth with its consequential
capacity to set the limits of concession wider than else-
where, are all of them, of course, important safeguards
against extreme measures. But they are no more final
safeguards here than they have proved elsewhere. They
are all subject to the fundamental condition that men
care so much more for social peace than for the rights
of private property, as the present system views those
rights, as to accept without counter-attack whatever dis-
position of their content the mass of the electorate may
choose to make.
There is, this is to say, more room for compromise
within the framework of the British system than has been
found to be the case in other countries, though it must
be added that room for compromise is a hope, rather
than an assurance, of its successful attachment* The
variables in the equation of social peace are as delicate
as they are complex. It is not merely a matter of wisdom
and self-restraint on the part of our governors. At least
as important is the existence of the objective conditions
which make possible their wisdom and self-restraint
They need international peace and economic recovery as
the essential postulates of the conditions of successful
compromise. These give men confidence, and, where they
are confident, there is the prospect of mutual under-
standing. But there is no certain prospect of peace in
an international situation which visibly deteriorates before
our eyes. There is little prospect of permanent economic
recovery when, all over the world, vested interests stand
in the way not merely of Socialism, but of the very habits
of successful intercourse which capitalism itself requires.
It has its own inherent and inescapable logic* The world
of vested interests cannot continue to deny that logic
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